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sponsible for the destruction of the Byzantine
Empire and the dispersion of the Greeks and their
treasures into Europe. , . . And within Asia it
brought together first in conflict and then in
consultation, Persians and Arabs with Chinese
and Tibetans, and confronted, on terms of equa-
lity which had not existed for five or six centuries,
the doctors of Islam with Christian monks,
Buddhist Lamas, Mongol bakhshis or medicine
men, and the representatives of other religions
and sects " (pp. 441-2),
It is very important to remember also that from
motives of self-interest, and not from any respect
for art, these ferocious invaders, who massacred
wholesale men, women, and children of the
general population, usually spared the artisans
and craftsmen, and thus preserved for their own
uses the art-traditions of the countries they
ravaged and desolated. Skilled craftsmen were
always the prizes of war, andwien an uncivilised
race like the Mongols triumphed over a highly
cultivated one ihe craftsmen of the defeated
became the teachers of the victors; this trans-
plantation into a new soil brought new vigour
into art, and was the beginning of great develop-
ments. When Tinrar, the ancestor of the Indian
Mogul dynasty, withdrew Ms hordes from
northern India in 1398, after ravaging it wth
fire and sword, he took back with bim as captives
all the masons who had built the famous mosqtie
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